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Rising 8th  Grade Summer Project 
Passport to 8th Grade 

  
Congratulations on completing the 2018-2019 school year. As you prepare for 8th grade we will be reading “On the Come Up” by Angie 

Thomas. 

  

Below I listed a number of projects. Please choose 6 assignments to complete. One assignment should be completed each week during the 

summer. Each assignment must be labeled with your name. Please submit to your ELA teacher on your first day of school. (The summer 

reading assignment is worth 30% of your grade for the first quarter.) Projects will be presented during our annual SEED Reads Literacy Initiative 

in September.  

  

1. Interview a character from your book. Write 10 questions to give the character a chance to talk about himself or herself and thoughts 

and feelings about the role he or she played in the story. Present the interview in a written news story or oral report. 

2. Write a diary from the point of view of your character. Include the character’s thoughts and feelings along with the events as the 

happened. 

3. Dramatize a scene from your book. Write a script, rehearse and present it to your class. (This works great with literature circles when a 

group of students are reading the same book. Good small group project.) 

4. One-Minute Oral Book Report. (This is timed and a practiced speaking presentation.) In one minute, give the important particulars 

(characters, setting, plot) of the book. Be prepared for questions from the class. 

5. Draw sketches of some of your favorite scenes from the book. Label them and write a brief description about the events that occurred. 

6. Write a book review for a newspaper or magazine. Be sure to read some reviews before writing your own. 
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7. Write a feature article, including a headline, from a newspaper in the town where the story takes place that tells the story of your book. 

8. Write a letter to the main character of your book. Ask questions, make comments or make a complaint or suggestion. Use correct letter 

form. 

9. Prepare a travel brochure about the place where your book happens. Use in your brochure pictures you have found or drawn. 

10. Draw a portrait of your main character(s). Write a complete description of the character, physical, emotional and social. 

11. Historical Fiction or History Nonfiction: Create an illustrated time line showing events from the story. 

12. Nonfiction: Read another book from the same genre, then compare and contrast them using a Venn diagram. 

13. If your book has been made into a movie, write an essay comparing the two. 

14. Make a comic strip mini book of a chapter in your book. 

15. Create a poster about your book. Include all the important information. 

16. Be a television or radio reporter. Give a “live” report from a scene in your book as if you are there as it is happening. 

17. Design a book jacket for you book. Check out some book jacket covers to make sure you include everything. 

18. Give a book talk to the class. Tell about the author, characters and beginning of the story. Then read an exciting or interesting part of the 

story aloud. Stop reading at an interesting point and say, “If you want to know more, you’ll have to read…” Watch Reading Rainbow 

book reviews on television to get the idea. 

19. Make a mobile about your story. Include the title and a brief description of author, characters and setting. 

20. Write a different beginning or ending for your story. 

21. Write a letter to the author of your book. Describe what you liked and didn’t like or ask the author questions. Write in correct letter 

form. Mail it to the author if possible. 

22. Make a map of where events in the book took place. Label each and write a brief description of the event. 

23. Create a poster advertising your book to make other students want to read it. 

24. Learn something about the environment in which your book takes place. Research and write an essay about the environment. 

25. Nonfiction: Write 10 things you learned while reading. 
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26. Fantasy/Folktales/Fables: Write part of the story in your own words from a different character’s point of view. 

27. Choose the climax of your story. Change one thing that happened; write how it would have affected the outcome. 

28. Write a one-sentence summary of each chapter of your book and illustrate the sentence to make a mini book. 

29. Make a bookmark for the book. Draw a character in the setting and list the book’s title, author, genre and a brief summary. 

30. Write a multiple choice quiz about your book with at least 10 questions. If someone else has read your book, have that person take your 

quiz. 

31. Pretend you could spend a day with one of the characters from your book. Write about the day and why you chose that character. 

32. Write a plot for the sequel to your book. Include new characters, the setting and what the problem is. 

33. Rewrite and illustrate your story in picture book format for younger kids. 

34. Make game boards using the Chutes and Ladders format. Use events from the story as ways for students to move forward or go back. 

(This can be a group of partner project). 

35. Put together a PowerPoint presentation about your book, using images and music to tell about it. 
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 Advanced (4)  Proficient (3) Partially 
Proficient (2) 

Incomplete (1)  

Ideas and 
Content  

Projects include 
thoughtful, 

original detail 
and go into great 

depth. They 
reflect 

considerable 
time and effort.  

Projects 
includes some 

thoughtful, 
original details 
but does not go 

into great 
depth. 

Moderate time 
and effort are 

reflected in the 
work.  

Projects lacks 
detail and 

originality and 
does not go into 
depth. Minimal 
time and effort 
are reflected in 

the work. 

Projects barely skims the surface of requirements and reflects 
hardly any time or effort. May be missing components.  

Accuracy  Projects clearly 
and accurately 
depict details, 
settings, and 

characters of the 

Projects clearly 
and accurately 
depicts details, 

settings, and 
characters in the 

Projects depict 
some details 

accurately but 
miss or 

misrepresent 

Projects miss major elements of the stories and do not reflect 
an understanding of the texts. 1-2 assignments completed.  
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stories and 
reflect a strong 

understanding of 
the texts. 6 

required 
assignments 
completed. 

stories but 
misses key 
points or 

reflects a weak 
understanding 
of the texts. 5 
assignments 
completed.  

others. Projects 
reflects a weak 

understanding or 
significant 

misinterpretation 
of the texts. 3-4 

assignments 
completed.  

Presentatio
ns 

Projects are neat 
and legible and 

reflect 
substantial time 
and effort spent 

on the final 
products.  

Projects are 
neat and legible 

and reflect 
moderate time 

and effort spent 
on the final 
products.  

Projects are a bit 
sloppy or portions 
may be difficult to 
interpret due to 

messy 
handwriting or 

hasty completion. 
Minimal time and 
effort reflected in 
the final products.  

Projects are very sloppy and may be difficult to interpret. 
Minimal time and effort reflected in the final products.  

Conventions Projects are 
well-edited and 
contain few or 

no errors in 
punctuation, 

Projects are 
well-edited 
overall but 

contain some 
minor errors. 

Projects are not 
well-edited and 

contain numerous 
errors. Errors do 

not interfere with 

Projects are poorly edited and contain major errors which 
interfere with comprehension of the work.  
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spelling, 
capitalization, or 

grammar.  

Errors do not 
interfere with 

comprehension 
of the work.  

comprehension of 
the work.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 


