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What is the summer slide? It sounds fun, right?  Actually, the summer slide makes transitioning from 

one grade to the next extremely difficult. Research suggests that students who fail to read over the 

summer fall at least 3 months behind in learning than those who read. At SEED, we READ!  All incoming 

9th-12th graders will have the opportunity to express their creativity and opinion by reading Michelle 

Obama’s memoir Becoming  and completing the summer reading assignment in preparation for our 

annual SEED READS Literacy Initiative. (Email ccook@seedschooldc.org for any questions or comments)  

Summer Reading Assignment Requirements: 
Due Date: Wednesday, August 28, 2019 to English Teacher 

 
All incoming 9th-12th graders are required to read Becoming by Michelle Obama 

 

In addition, students must complete text- dependent questions and a visual presentation.  
The directions for the text-dependent questions and the visual presentation are listed below.  
 
Text- Dependent Questions 
Directions: After reading the novel, choose 6 of the 14 questions to answer. Refer back to 
specific pages in the book to support your answer. (Students may type or handwrite the 
answers to these questions)  

1. Mrs. Obama begins her book with a story about making cheese toast on a quiet night at home, a 

few months after leaving the White House. Why do you think she chose this story to begin her 

memoir? 

2. Mrs. Robinson is the opposite of a helicopter parent. She was tough and had very high 

expectations for her children, and she also expected them to figure some things out on their own and 

learn from their missteps and the process of making choices. She gave her children agency at a very 

young age. How did that shape Mrs. Obama? What is the balance between discipline and trust? 

3. In Becoming, we get to know the constellation of Mrs. Obama‟s extended family through her eyes. 

Her grandfather, Southside filled his house with music and makeshift speakers and merriment. 

Years later, Mrs. Obama would fill the White House with music and culture through live 

performances and several programs aimed at children. How do those kinds of early memories leave 

an imprint on us as we grow older? What were the sights and smells that you remember from visiting 

grandparents or other elders, and how have they left a mark on you? 
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4. In discussing her neighborhood on the South Side of Chicago, Mrs. Obama writes, “Failure is a 

feeling long before it becomes an actual result. It‟s vulnerability that breeds with self-doubt and then 

is escalated, often deliberately, by fear.” How did this insight shape Mrs. Obama‟s work and mission 

as First Lady? What can we all do—as individuals, parents, and community members—to help break 

this cycle? 

5. Mrs. Obama writes about the early influences of her mother, Marion Robinson, and her TV role 

model Mary Tyler Moore. One was a single, professional living on her own in the big city. One was a 

wise and supportive stay-at-home mother, who later went to work to help pay for her children‟s 

education. Where do you see the influences of both of these women in Mrs. Obama‟s life? 

6. Early in her senior year at Whitney Young High School, Mrs. Obama went for an obligatory first 

appointment with the school college counselor. Mrs. Obama was treasurer of the senior class. She 

had earned a spot in the National Honor Society. She was on track to graduate in the top 10 percent 

of her class and she was interested in joining her older brother, Craig, at Princeton University. The 

guidance counselor said to her, “I‟m not sure that you‟re Princeton material.” How did Mrs. Obama 

handle hearing that statement? How does one avoid having one‟s dreams dislodged by someone 

else‟s lower expectations? 

7. In high school Mrs. Obama said she felt like she was representing her neighborhood. At 

Princeton, faced with questions of whether she was the product of Affirmative Action programs, she 

felt like she was representing her race. Was that more than a feeling? Was she actually representing 

her communities in those settings? Have you had moments in life where you feel as though you are 

representing one of your communities? 

8. In her early life Mrs. Obama writes about being a “box checker,” but as she gets older she learns 

how to “swerve” to adjust to life‟s circumstances. What does it mean to swerve and how do we 

develop that skill in life? 

9. In Becoming, Mrs. Obama describes a number of women who have served as mentors for her at 

different times in her life, including Czerny Brasuell, Valerie Jarrett, and Susan Sher. What do these 

women have in common? What lessons did Mrs. Obama learn from them about finding a fulfilling 

career as a parent? Who are your mentors and how do you cultivate those relationships? 
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10. In Chapter 15, Mrs. Obama explains why she chose to support her husband‟s run for the 

presidency despite her misgivings about politics. What made her change her mind? Would you have 

made the same choice? How do you balance the competing worlds of family life and work in your 

life? 

11. As Mrs. Obama notes, First Lady is a role without a job description. How did Mrs. Obama choose 

to approach the role? If you were in charge of writing the job description for the First Lady, what 

would you include and exclude? 

12. In Becoming, Mrs. Obama writes candidly about detractors who tried to invalidate her standing or 

her work. “I was female, black, and strong, which to certain people, maintaining a certain mind-set, 

translated only to „angry.‟ It was another damaging cliché, one that‟s been forever used to sweep 

minority women to the perimeter of every room, an unconscious signal not to listen to what we‟ve got 

to say.” What is the root of that “angry black woman” cliché? How and why does it do damage? 

13. Throughout her life, Michelle Obama has been a meticulous planner. It is evident in her 

approach to her studies in high school and at Princeton. It is evident in the way she transitioned 

through jobs as a professional. And it is evident in the way she approached her role as First Lady. 

Where did that come from? How did Fraser Robinson‟s approach to life impact his daughter? Are 

you a planner or more spontaneous? How does it impact those around you and your life? 

14. In the epilogue, Mrs. Obama writes, “I‟ve never been a fan of politics, and my experience over 

the last ten years has done little to change that.” Did you find her statement surprising? Do you think 

politics is an effective way to make social change? 
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Visual Presentation Requirements:  
Directions: Students must create a visual representation that answers the following question:  
 

Why do you think Michelle Obama chose to name her memoir Becoming? What does the idea of 

“becoming” mean to you?  

Visual Presentation Projects: 

Project Choice #1 Photo Montage/Collage: Your task is to create a small collage to represent the novel 

that you chose to read over the summer. Project can be submitted as a collage poster OR some type of 

online photo collage maker. 

1. Put your full name and grade on your project.  

2. Compile a selection of at least 15 images depicting key elements of the story. You can include pictures 

that you cut from magazines, find on the internet, or draw yourself.  Some ideas for depicting key 

elements of the story include (but are not limited to) the following: ▪ Words from the book that you 

didn’t know or found interesting  complete with definition and a page number where you found the 

word. ▪ Pictures of what you envision the characters to look like  complete with description of that 

character and a quote from the book that demonstrates their personality. ▪ A visual representation of 

the lesson the author is trying to teach you. What lesson does the author want you to take away from 

reading his/her book?  

3. Make sure the title AND author of your book are prominently displayed on your collage.  

4. A title and a caption must accompany each picture and provide a clear explanation as to how that 

picture relates to who you are becoming.  

5. There should be very little (if any) white space 

Project Choice #2 Break it Down: Your task is to construct a six-panel brochure OR an 8-page digital 

presentation (PowerPoint, Animoto, Prezi, etc.) that breaks down the major ideas and elements of the 

book you read. 

1. Put your full name and grade on your project. Identify the book you read for your summer project.  

2. Fold a piece of 8 ½” X 11” (or larger) paper into three equal sections.  

3. Create specific sections of the brochure to describe the book elements listed below. You may split 

them up as you wish, but make sure you have included the following: o Main Character Who is he/she? 
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What is he/she like? o 2 Secondary Characters Who are they? What are they like? What do they want? ▪ 

Include a drawing/illustration/picture of the characters. o Setting Where and when does the story take 

place AND how do these elements affect the characters, their problems, or their decisions? ▪ Include a 

drawing/illustration/picture of the setting. o Conflict  What is the main character’s problem(s)? ▪ Include 

a drawing/illustration/picture that represents the conflict of the story. o Climax What was the most 

exciting moment or the turning point in the story? ▪ Include a drawing/illustration/picture that 

represents the climax of the story. o Resolution How did the main character solve his or her problem? ▪ 

Include a drawing/illustration/picture that represents the resolution of the story. o Theme What did the 

author want to teach you about life through the struggles of the main character? Which TWO events 

most helped you to learn this lesson? ▪ Include a drawing/illustration/picture that represents the theme 

of the story.  Review Did you like the book? What was your favorite part? Who would you recommend 

this book to?  

4. If you choose to display your knowledge using PowerPoint (or another presentation tool such as 

Animoto, Prezi, etc.), include a title slide (the book title and your name) and the six bullets above on 

individual slides. 

3. My Book in a Container • Choose an item that is to be used as a container to hold other items 

significant to your book. This item should also be significant to your book. Decorate this 17 container to 

convey some of the major details, elements, or themes found in the book. • Choose five objects that 

would either be found in the book or would relate to the book in some way. Be prepared to discuss the 

significance of these items to your book • Choose three literary elements found in your book. Be 

prepared to discuss the use of these elements in your book. • In an oral presentation, explain the 

connection of the container to the story. Create a show and tell of your objects and literary elements 

that reveals the details of your book. • Lastly, provide your recommendation of this book to your 

classmates. 

4. Create a soundtrack: After having read a book, create a soundtrack that would be a good backdrop 

for the movie version of the book. Keep in mind that movies have some music that is without lyrics for 

background noise and to set the mood during important parts. There should be at least two genres of 

music in your soundtrack. You should actually create the CD, including a play list and a written 

justification for each song choice. Indicate whether you have found a theme song for the movie. 

5. Create a Event or Bio-Timeline - Directions: Create a timeline of 7-10 dates for a major event in the 

life of Michelle Obama . Be creative and use logic and artistic skills to create your timeline. Add 

something special (pictures, etc)to your timeline as an extra “Ta Dah!” The Bio-timeline Includes  7-10 

dates from major event in the life of Michelle Obama.  The Bio-timeline uses images and words that are 

visually appealing. Project shows evidence of thoughtfulness and creativity 
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6. Character Business Cards  

Using index cards, Word, or Publisher, create business cards for 3-5 characters from your book.  

Your business cards should include the following five REQUIRED elements and 2-5 additional elements: • 

Name of individual (character) - REQUIRED • Name of business or organization (most appropriate for the 

character) –REQUIRED• Address • Phone number • E-mail address • Web page address • Job title of 

individual - REQUIRED • Tagline or description of business or organization – REQUIRED • 

Logo/Image(s)—REQUIRED • List of services or products 

 

 


