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History 

The Cathedral Scholars Program (CSP) was envisioned by the former Cathedral Dean Nathan D. 
Baxter and St. Albans School Headmaster Emeritus Jack McCune, as a way for the Cathedral, 
using its many resources, especially those of its schools, to serve the District of Columbia’s public 
school students.  The program was designed to provide academically talented students of high 
character and leadership potential with special academic work and cultural opportunities.  

The first class of Cathedral Scholars were recruited in 1997 and graduated from high school in 
2000.  Since then, approximately 15 students per year have completed three years of summer 
college preparatory work.  The Cathedral Scholars Program takes pride in the fact that 100% of 
CSP graduates have pursued postsecondary education. 

Mission 

The Cathedral Scholars Program is dedicated to furthering the expansion of equity in 
opportunities to improve access to and success in postsecondary education for promising youths 
who are traditionally underrepresented on college campuses. 

Goals 

1. Identify and recruit promising youths to increase their academic and cultural learning
opportunities.

2. Support our Scholars as they work towards on-time graduation from high school and
postsecondary.

3. Develop our Scholars’ leadership, metacognitive, and career skills to encourage them to
realize their full potential to better serve themselves and their communities.
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Program Components 

Summer Institute 

Cathedral Scholars represents one of a few college preparatory programs in D.C. that offers 
academic enrichment during the summer.  The six-week Summer Institute runs from the end of 
June to the beginning of August.  Scholars take auxiliary courses on academic success, English, 
Math, and SAT Test preparation.  Additionally, Scholars are provided with internships in various 
departments on the campus, perform community service, engage in leadership activities, and 
attend college visits.  Scholars are provided with free meals and are paid for their participation 
through the DC Mayor’s Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP). 

Year-Round Programing 

Throughout the year, scholars are provided opportunities to receive academic support (tutoring 
and study skills), earn community service hours, participate in social and cultural activities, and 
receive college guidance.  The program also provides two daytrips and a weeklong tour of 
postsecondary institutions.  Due to the longstanding partnership with D.C. community based 
organizations, Scholars are able to participate in social advocacy, leadership training, and the 
opportunity to travel to England in a cultural exchange program.  Parents/guardians are invited 
to attend a workshop series to receive support and guidance to help them ensure that their 
Scholar is on target for high school completion and matriculation into a postsecondary 
institution.  

Postsecondary Guidance and Support 

CSP supports Scholars in their postsecondary educational endeavors by providing academic, 
financial, and personal success strategies through structured workshops, presentations, 
advising, and mentoring.  We believe focusing on skill development and providing a staff mentor 
for 1-on-1 interactions ensures that our students earn four-year college degrees.  Scholars are 
also provided with scholarships through corporate partnerships to help assist with the cost of 
attending their institution.   
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Information Sessions 

January 19th – Information Session for Parents and Students 

Anacostia Neighborhood Library 
1800 Good Hope Road SE 
Washington, DC 20020 

Medium Meeting Room 2 

Session 1: 10:30 AM Session 4: 12:00 PM 
Session 2: 11:00 AM Session 5: 12:30 PM 
Session 3: 11:30 AM 

Benning (Dorothy I. Height) Neighborhood Library 
3935 Benning Road NE 
Washington, DC 20019 

Large Meeting Room 
Session 1: 4:00 PM 
Session 2: 4:30 PM 

January 20th – Information Session for Parents and Students 

Washington National Cathedral 
Cathedral Library, Blair Room 
3101 Wisconsin Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20016 

Session 1: 4:00 PM Session 3: 5:00 PM 
Session 2: 4:30 PM Session 4: 5:30 PM 
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APPLICATION TIMELINE 

February 6th – Part 1 Due 

 Parent Consent Form
 Online Application
 Term 1 & 2 Report Cards or Transcript

February 7th - 25th – Interviews (15-20 minutes) at high school 

February 27th – Part 2 Due 

 Counselor’s Letter of Recommendation
 Math Teacher’s Letter of Recommendation
 English Teacher’s Letter of Recommendation
 Progress Report if possible

March 1st – Notification of Decision 

March 9th – Finalist Family Meeting 

March 11th – Finalist Confirm Spot 

http://bit.ly/WNC_Scholars_Application
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APPLICATION TIMELINE 

Short Answers: 
 What are some of the things you do during your free time?
 Please list any clubs, organizations, or teams you currently participate in high school or

your community.
 Please list any clubs, organizations, or teams you would like to participate next year in

high school or your community.
 How did you spend last summer?  Please be specific.
 Please share one academic goal you have set for high school.
 Please share one personal goal you have set to for high school.
 What career would you like to have after you graduate from college? Why?

Essay 1 – 250 Words Minimum 

What is one contribution you would like to make to your high school at the end of 4 years? 

Essay 2 – 500 Words Minimum 

What does it mean to be a scholar?  Consider the characteristics, strengths, talents, and skills a 
scholar must possess.  Discuss how you exemplify the qualities of a scholar and share some of 
your educational and career goals. 


